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Introduction

The Atlantic Council of Croatia, in partnership with Women4Cyber North Macedonia, and with the
support and sponsorship of NATO Public Diplomacy Division, implemented the project: “ Countering
gendered disinformation - Building the resilience of societies and promotion of values” in May, June

and July 2021.

The consortium implemented numerous project activities with the aim to raise the awareness on the
importance of societies to be resilient under new challenges and threats, especially about the importance

of countering gendered disinformation, which encompasses promotion of Euro-Atlantic values.

Two online conferences were held in June 2021 to discuss two topics with expert speakers on

international security:

‘Importance of Euroatlantic values in building societies’ resilience important for keeping regional peace

and security’and

Importance of gender diversity and equality for security framework of Western Balkan countries — the

impact of gendered disinformation’.

In addition to these webinars, six promotional videos were created, professionally produced and
disseminated, with strong messages on the importance of combating gender disinformation in order to

build societal resilience and respect Euro-Atlantic values.
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This Handbook on NATO's role in the Western Balkans shows its transformation through enlargement
process, ‘Open Door’ Policy until today, when important decisions in the 2021 Brussels Summit held
on 14% June 2021 were reached, with highlights on NATO’s global role, stronger political position,
together with the military, in accordance with NATO 2030 initiative. Handbook is a part of project
activities and the Case Study is based on research results that were collected through the survey, as

described in the chapter 4.2.

The aim of the whole project was to show NATO’s irreplaceable role and influence on SEE regional
stability, to show the importance of Euroatlantic values for modern societies, importance of
transatlantic cooperation and resilience of societies, that strengthen capacities to resist all forms of
challenges and threats. In the pandemic, solidaritybecame one the most important Euro-Atlantic value.
The project raised the awareness of youth on why it is important to counter disinformation, that seeks
to destabilise and undermine modern Western societies and democratic values, especially gendered
disinformation, that undermine gender equality and inclusion of women in all security aspects and

dimensions affects positively safety and security of the Western Balkan region and the Alliance.
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1. NATO as a guarantor of post-conflict
consolidation and promotor of regional
cooperation

NATO's relationship with the Western Balkans has evolved over time, since 1990s. Ever since NATO
took an active and operational role in this region, it can be said that the Alliance can be seen to be
bringing the parties together, and promote regional cooperation, in order to get closer to the Euro-
Atlantic integration, and to move away from the turbulence of the past. Good neighbourly relations in
this region are nevertheless burdened by numerous bilateral disputes, so physical presence of the Alliance
in some parts of the region remains crucially important today, and NATO has increasingly become
engaged in defence reforms, so NATO's standards actually serve as the benchmark for evaluating

defence and associated reforms in the region.

Euro-Atlantic integration is an important objective for many actors in the Western Balkans, region that

has traditionally held vital geostrategic importance for European and transatlantic security.
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The experience showed that regional cooperation in the Western Balkans, particularly in the context of
addressing negative legacies and improving economic development, is vital to the region as a whole, as
well as to the countries individually. Due to its geopolitical position, any instability in the region would
spill over and adversely affect Euro-Atlantic interests. This was proved in the 1990s and, despite new
challenges and threats in the international arena, it is still true today. A significant change from the early
1990s is the fact that countries in this region were striving towards becoming members of NATO and
EU, so integration into the transatlantic community has been a way of preserving peace and stability in
the region. Besides, NATO played an active role in the Western Balkan region, significantly contributing
to the efforts to establish peace and stability, playing an active role in peacekeeping and peacebuilding

missions.

The international community, both NATO and the EU, look at the regional cooperation as an integral
part of the preparation for integration into Euro-Atlantic structures, not only because it encourages
democracy and economic development, but also as a guarantee of stability and security. For countries in
this regions that still try to join the Euro-Atlantic club, both NATO and the EU represent a goal, but as
a ‘moving target’, so that process makes them to adapt constantly to the standards, implementation of
Euro-Atlantic values and continued progress to make every country being able to respond to challenges,
to be resilient. It is a fact that in the post-conflict time, and especially during the consolidation, NATO
offered this region stability and peace, giving them all opportunity to move forward. Both EU and
NATO, with joint activities and cooperation, still seek to preserve stability and security in the Western

Balkans, offering new mechanisms to help countries to better adapt to new challenges and threats.
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There are still challenges ahead, many of which stem from either lack of appropriate capacity within the
region, or more significantly, from the lack of political maturity on the domestic front, however there is
no doubt that NATO has helped to drive regional cooperation. The region has continued to maintain
its vital strategic importance for Euro-Atlantic actors, especially due to the implications of regional
stability and welfare for European and transatlantic security, stability, and peace. The path of the
Western Balkan countries towards full dedication to the transatlantic integration is still a path that seeks
for new activities, more work to be done, and this is especially due to the countries’ low likelihood of EU
accession in the foreseeable future. Therefore, presence of NATO in countries in the region today is a
positive factor not only in terms of enhancing security, but also in helping to move the region closer to
the Euro-Atlantic community. NATO interventions, which took the Alliance out of area for the first
time, succeeded in halting fighting in both Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo, and brought post-

conflict consolidation and beginning of regional cooperation.

2. Western Balkan countries and Euro-Atlantic
perspective

Twenty years after the end of the wars in the former Yugoslavia, the Western Balkans remains only
partially integrated into the Western security and economic structures. Today, it is a complex region with

many external actors that seek influence by appealing to its ethnic and religious communities.
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Being part of the Euro-Atlantic family, embodied primarily through the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization, has always been the tendency of most of the Western Balkan countries. This is especially
due to the shared Euro-Atlantic values, which, at the same time, are values of the region, in particular:
individual liberty, democracy, human rights and the rule of law. Laid down in the Washington Treaty,
and built in a way to withstand the test of time, main tasks of the Alliance - to safeguard the freedom
and security of all its members by political and military means, collective defence and a spirit of solidarity
and cohesion among its members, are part of the reasons why the Euro-Atlantic perspective of the

Western Balkans has no real alternative.

Several of the Western Balkan countries have already realized their foreign policy goal, building up to the
rank of becoming full members of the Alliance: Albania (2009), Montenegro (2017) and North

Macedonia (2020).

Other countries, such as Bosnia and Herzegovina are aspiring to join, and support NATO-led missions,

working in parallel with the Allies and partner countries in specific areas of joint interest.

Kosovo has clearly stated the country’s goal is to become NATO member, once all issues on

acknowledging the country by the whole international community are settled.

Serbia does not aspire to join the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, building relations with the

Alliance on the principle of military neutrality.
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Joining the region to Euro-Atlantic structures, NATO and EU, is seen as beneficial both by bringing
stability and security and by introducing economic reforms and progress. All these processes, in turn,
lead to a truly democratic environment, which guarantees the rule of law and the enjoyment of human

rights and freedoms.

With the rise of digitalization and communication at the speed of light, the world is facing much
broader range of security challenges and threats. Many are of a hybrid nature, emerging security threats,
such as cyber-attacks, threats to energy supplies, spread of weapons of mass destruction, environmental
challenges, but also new challenges, such as pandemic and disinformation. An appropriate response can
only be given through a coordinated, joint response of multiple active actors. As the Alliance once
pointed out “These challenges are too big for any one country or organization to handle on its own, so

NATO is working closely with its network of partners to help tackle them”!!!,

2.1. Albania

Starting its path to the Alliance in 1992, through official acceptance by the NACC, followed by January
1995, when the first Individual Partnership Programme between Albania and the Alliance was approved,
Republic of Albania paved the way for the Bucharest Summit NATO Membership Invitation (April

2008), to 1 April 2009, when it officially became a member of NATO.

After more than a decade of membership, Albania is developing co-operation with the Alliance, based

on Euro-Atlantic values, in a number of areas. Key areas of cooperation are:
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- Security cooperation > the country have supported and joined several operations and missions, for
instance Albania have joined Allied forces operating in Afghanistan and contributes to the fight against

terrorism.

- Defence and Security sector reform > Defense and security are sectors that impose a constant need for
in-depth reforms. The Alliance offers and provides significant expertise in implementing reforms. As it is
prescribed, a key priority for Albania is to ensure the maintenance of democratic control of the armed

forces.

- Civil emergency planning > As a result of cooperation, the country is developing and increasing the

national capabilites for response and management of disasters and civil emergency.

- Science and environment > The cooperation is based on concrete assistance in the form of grants for
scientific and environmental cooperation, through which the reform processes are encouraged and

supported.

- Public diplomacy > increases public awareness of the Alliance's real contribution, and provides a closer

relationship with civil society as important players
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*Picture taken from the web site of the Albanian Ministry of Defence: https://www.mod.gov.al/eng/index.php/newsroom/1306-
defender-europe-2021-exercise-starts-in-albania-three-senior-nato-generals-attend-the-ceremony, O pening ceremony of Defender

Europe 2021

2.2. Bosnia and Herzegovina

Bosnia and Herzegovina is aspiring to join the Alliance, and the process started with the Partnership for

Peace in 2006. This progressed in the invitation to join the Membership Action Plan four years after.

The coordination and cooperation mutual activities between NATO and Bosnia and Herzegovina was
further facilitated by establishing a diplomatic mission at the NATO Headquarters, and a liaison office at

Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE).

Areas of mutual interest and collaboration are:
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Support for NATO-led operations and missions — the country has contributed to the NATO-led ISAF

in Afghanistan and to the NATO’s Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan.

Building capabilities and interoperability — as identified by the Alliance, Bosnia and Herzegovina is
working to develop fully professional armed forces that are interoperable with NATO forces. In order to
succeed, the country is part of the Partnership for Peace (PfP) Planning and Review Process starting

from 2007.

Bosnia and Herzegovina have participated in the Interoperability Platform since 2014.

Wider cooperation - Having in mind long-term peace and stability of the country, the Alliance was part

of the unified effort to end the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

It also assisted the country during devastating floods in 2014.

Better access to public information about the significance and practical role of NATO in Bosnia and

Herzegovina has resulted in a NATO communication strategy.

The country is also taking place in the Science for Peace and Security Programme in several areas

including cyber defence, advanced technology, counter-terrorism, human and social aspects of security.
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2.3. Kosovo

Kosovo!”! has clearly stated the country’s goal to become NATO member. But, due to a non-
recognition of Kosovo’s independence by four NATO members — Greece, Romania, Spain and

Slovakia, until today the Kosovo’s joining the Allies is still not an official issue for discussion.

NATO’s forces were present in Kosovo from 1999, when KFOR - Kosovo Force was established, as an

international peacekeeping force in order to maintain order, peace and stability.

Today’s NATO’s mission in Kosovo is to further contributes towards a safe and secure surrounding and

free movement for everyone.
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The Alliance also works and politically supports the EU partners to facilitate Belgrade and Pristina

Agreement and KFOR stands to support its implementation on the ground.

*Picture taken from NATO SHAPE web site, https://shape.nato.int/news-archive/2020/kosovo-force-

continues-during-covid19-pandemic

2.4. Montenegro

Following its commitment and focus to long-term stability and security of the region as a whole,
Montenegro started the first Membership Action Plan cycle in 2010. After the ratification of the

Accession Protocol by all 28 Allies, Montenegro became a full NATO member in 2017.

The cooperation within the partnership takes place on several levels, covering the following areas:
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- Security cooperation > as identified by the Alliance, an important focus of NATO’s cooperation with
Montenegro, is to develop the ability of the country’s forces to work together with forces from NATO
countries and other partners, especially in peacekeeping and crisis-management operations, though,
among other, joint planning, training and military exercises within the framework of the PfP

programine.

- Defence and Security sector reform > The exchange of experiences and expertise, in order to achieve
the results of the institutional and judicial reform, is of central interest to Montenegro and the other
Allies. The country's participation in the PfP Planning and Review process is important in building
highly operational and capable forces for peacekeeping and relief operations. Montenegro is also

contributing in various cyber defence initiatives.

- Civil emergency planning > A national early warning system and national crisis situation centre was

established as a result of mutual cooperation and partnership within the Alliance.

- Security-related scientific cooperation > The Science for Peace and Security Programme facilitates the

efforts and close collaboration in scientifically addressing emerging security issues and challenges.

- Public information s Public Diplomacy Division enables various educational you
Public inf tion > NATO’s Public Dipl y D bl ducational youth
programs, as well as a wide spectre of supporting activities with the civil organizations, media, local

authorities and other active stakeholders.
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*Picture taken from the website of the Atlantic Council- https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-
atlanticist/nato-is-stronger-with-montenegro/ , published with the article on Montenegro joining

NATO in 2018

2.5. North Macedonia

The Republic of North Macedonia is the thirtieth member state, which has, after implementing in

practice all prescribed formal conditions, joined the Alliance in March 2020.
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The joint activities within the Alliance, which were preceded by a series of partnership actions, include

several importan t areas:

- Building capabilities and interoperability — Developing and maintenance of highly operative forces,
especially in peacekeeping and crisis-management operations, are of core interest and mutual partner
activities within the Alliance. It is of crucial importance for a new member state, right after becoming

part of the family.

Real security reforms and transformation objectives for the country’s armed forces, are central part of

PfP Planning and Review Process to provide interoperability.

Through Defence Education Enhancement Programme and the Building Integrity Programme, the
country provides conditions for education and training improvement and good governance,

accountability and transparency in security and defence structures.

- Support for NATO-led operations — Long prior to becoming a NATO member, North Macedonia
started deploying troops in support to NATO-led International Security Assistance Force in

Afghanistan, proceeding with Resolute Support mission towards the Afghan security forces.

In 1999, it was crucial NATO partner stabilization operations in Kosovo, while providing logistical

support to KFOR, as well as humanitarian assistance for helping a big number of refugees from Kosovo.
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- Wider cooperation — Republic of North Macedonia is part of and supports several different programs,

such as Women, Peace and Security agenda, the Euro-Atlantic Disaster Response Coordination Centre,

Science for Peace and Security Programme since 1998 etc.

*Picture taken from the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of North Macedonia Twitter profile:

https://twitter.com/Defence_ MKD/status/1344610559220736002/photo/1
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2.6. Serbia

Republic of Serbia does not aspire to join the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, building relations

with the Alliance on the principle of military neutrality.

The relations between the country and the Alliance were initiated in 2006, when Serbia have joined the
Partnership for Peace programme and the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council, as an open plethora for

communication and dialogue.
Mutual cooperation includes few areas of mutual interest:

Building capabilities and interoperability — Serbia have joined the PARP in 2007, which resulted in a
better capacity of its forces for UN-mandated multinational operations and EU crisis management
operations. The country is actively engaged in several programmes for strengthening accountability,
transparency and integrity of of defence and security sector, including the Partnership Interoperability

Initiative, Defence Education Enhancement Programme and Building Integrity.
Wider cooperation — The Alliance is supporting various NATO Trust Fund projects in Serbia.

Serbia is also part of the Science for Peace and Security Programme, mostly concentrating in counter-
terrorism, border security, energy security, advanced technology, mine and unexploded ordnance and

clearance.
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The country is associated with the NATO/EAPC Policy and Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security

agenda.

A lot of activities have taken place in Public Diplomacy, but still that should be an ongoing long-term

process.

*Picture taken from the website of Ministry of Defence, Republic of Serbia,

http://www.mod.gov.rs/eng/13118 /vezba-srbija-2018-13118
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3. NATO's ‘Open Door’ Policy for strengthening the
SEE regional stability

According to the Article 10 of The North Atlantic Treaty, NATO is an inclusive international
organization, according to which “...the Parties may, by unanimous agreement, invite any other
European State in a position to further the principles of this Treaty and to contribute to the security of
the North Atlantic area to accede this Treaty.” In post-bipolar international relations, the enlargement
of NATO has been one of the most successful NATO’s internal policy, and is the mode of its
transformation policy. Since 1949, NATO’s membership has increased from 12 to 30 member countries

through eight rounds of enlargement. After the end of the Cold War, 14 countries joined NATO:
1999: Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland

2004: Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia

2009: Albania, Croatia

2017: Montenegro

2020: North Macedonia

Table 2 shows the map with NATO member countries since the year of its founding, 1949, until the

year 2020, when the most recent member state joined the Alliance:
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NATO'’s enlargement

1948

Holland, Island, Italy, Luxembourg, Norway, Portugal, USA

In 1952 Greece and Turkey joined NATO: in 1955 Germany and in 1982 Spain

12020

Map above shows 30 NATO member countries as of the year 2020

*maps taken from: Timeline of countries becoming NATO members,
https://en wikipedia org/wikiMember states of NATO
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Since the end of the Cold War, enlargement contributed to the process of integration of the Alliance,
and NATO continues to welcome European democracies whose political stability, military contributions
and commitment to NATO solidarity could be an asset to the Alliance. Initially, NATO was only a

military organization and during the transformation period it became political-military organization.

South East Europe, after the fall of the Iron Curtain, started to face serious challenges, especially region
of the Western Balkan, and was therefore focus of NATO’s attention. According to the NATO Brussels
Summit Comrnunique[3 I 14 June 2021, this region still is ‘a region of strategic importance for NATO’.
It still faces many challenges, political and security challenges, and those in the process of achieving
sustainable economic growth and development, so NATO is still, in many ways, trying to enhance

security, stability and prosperity in this region.
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That is the reason that, besides the involvement and active role of NATO and the EU in this region, it is
of a crucial importance for peace and stability to have a productive and efficient regional cooperation
among the countries in the Western Balkan region. Regional cooperation is a principle of the highest
importance for the political stability, security and also economic development. These preconditions
make the region not to be perceived as a region of weak states that still needs international support. It is
a fact that in transition period this region, due to a period of transition and ethnic conflict with a
decline in the standard of living and a slowing of economic growth, experienced a need for international
help, to achieve satistying levels of democratization. After the first decade of the 21°* century, during the
global economic crisis, the international community has often been even criticised for insufficient
engagement in the resolution of the relations among the countries in the Western Balkans and the lack
of a clear perspective regarding the Euro-Atlantic perspective of the Western Balkans region, and the
prospect of integration was being called as a mean for “carrot and stick” method in conditioning
financial aid for Western Balkan’s stabilisation and development, which was sometimes taken as a not
efficient approach. However, at the same time, the international community, especially NATO and the
EU, expects all Western Balkan governments to upgrade their institutions and governance to modern
Western democratic standards, based on Euro-Atlantic values, and to engage more in mutual
cooperation. The promotion and strengthening of good neighbourly relations in the Balkans are
demonstrated in both economic and political fields, so regional, political and institutional cooperation

will improve the prospect of closer integration into the Euro-Atlantic community.
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According to the mentioned latest NATO Brussels Summit Communique, ‘NATO remains strongly
committed to the security and stability of the Western Balkans and to supporting the Euro-Atlantic
aspirations of the countries in the region’. It is stressed that NATO ‘will intensify our efforts in the
region and enhance our political dialogue and practical cooperation in order to support reform efforts,
promote regional peace and security, and counter the malign influence of outside actors. Democratic
values, the rule of law, domestic reforms, and good neighbourly relations are vital for regional
cooperation and Euro-Atlantic integration*). Clearly stated in the Brussels Summit Communique that
Euro-Atlantic values are of the utmost importance for countries in the region of the Western Balkan in
enabling peace and security and their integration in NATO. It is very important to mention that in the
same document NATO reaffirms its commitment to Open Door Policy, which is presented as a historic
success. Rounds of enlargement are describes as processes of strengthening Euro-Atlantic security by
helping to spread and consolidate the rule of law and democratic institutions and practices across the
European continent. It is evident that NATO’s door remains open to any European country in a
position to undertake the commitments and obligations of membership, and contribute to security in

the Euro-Atlantic area.
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Republic of Croatia

Republic of Croatia joined NATO in 2009, after completing the accession process, and became a
member country to share the benefits and responsibilities of collective security. By joining the EU later
in 2013, and NATO, Croatia has fulfilled its two main foreign policy goals, thus not being a part of the
‘Western Balkan’ region anymore. The process of Croatia’s accession to Euro-Atlantic structures was a
lengthy and multidimensional process that required structural reforms, adoption of values, norms and
extensive set of regulations, providing for increased capacity of the country to assume the
responsibilities of EU membership in the appropriate manner, but also substantially benefit from it in
political, economic, societal, cultural and any other way. After becoming a full member of the Euro-
Atlantic club, Croatia became in a way a mentor for other Western Balkan countries to succeed in their
transition processes and to further strengthened their internal possibilities to adapt, accept and
implement Euro-Atlantic values, and as future member to capitalize on improved international position,

with internal stability and welfare.
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*Picture taken from the Government of the Republic of Croatia web site:
https://vlada.gov.hr/news/nato-provides-croatia-with-long-term-security/25649 , from the year 2019

when Croatia celebrated 10 years of Croatian membership to NATO

The fact that Montenegro, and then North Macedonia last year, became full NATO member countries
shows that NATO Alliance continues with its ‘Open Door’ policy, based on Article 10 of Washington
Treaty, being permanently open to new members that accepts values, and that is in position to
undertake commitments and obligations of membership, while contributing to the security of Euro-
Atlantic area. Out of Western Balkan countries, Bosnia and Herzegovina, currently as a partner country,
declared its aspirations to NATO membership. With its enlargement process, NATO aims at promoting

stability and cooperation, building peace, democracy and common values in Europe.
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NATO enlargement milestones as of 2004/%!:

29 March 2004: Accession of Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia —

the largest NATO enlargement

2-4 April 2008: At the Bucharest Summit, Allied leaders invite Albania and Croatia to start accession
talks; assure the country known at the time as the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia that it will be
invited once a solution to the issue of the country’s name has been reached with Greece; invite Bosnia
and Herzegovina and Montenegro to start Intensified Dialogues; and agree that Georgia and Ukraine

will become members in future.

9 July 2008: Accession Protocols for Albania and Croatia are signed. Allied foreign ministers agree

that Georgia should develop an Annual National Programme.
1 April 2009: Accession of Albania and Croatia.
4 December 2009: NATO foreign ministers invite Montenegro to join the MAP.

22 April 2010: NATO foreign ministers invite Bosnia and Herzegovina to join the MAP, authorising
the North Atlantic Council to accept the country’s first Annual National Programme only when the

immovable property issue has been resolved.
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2 December 2015: NATO foreign ministers meeting in Brussels invite Montenegro to start accession
talks to join the Alliance, while encouraging further progress on reforms, especially in the area of rule of
law. In a statement on NATO’s “open door” policy, ministers encourage Bosnia and Herzegovina to
undertake the reforms necessary for the country to realise its Euro-Atlantic aspirations and to activate
its participation in MAP. Ministers also reiterate their decisions at Bucharest and subsequent decisions

concerning Georgia, welcoming the progress the country has made in coming closer to the Alliance and

expressing their determination to intensify support for Georgia.

19 May 2016: Allied ministers sign the Accession Protocol, following which Montenegro has ‘Invitee’

status and starts attending North Atlantic Council and other NATO meetings.

5 June 2017: Accession of Montenegro

11 July 2018: At the Brussels Summit, following the historic agreement between Athens and Skopje
on the solution of the name issue, Allied leaders invite the government in Skopje to begin accession talks
to join NATO. Full implementation of the agreement on the solution of the name issue is a condition

for a successful conclusion of the accession process.

5 December 2018: Allied foreign ministers decide that NATO is ready to accept the submission of
Bosnia and Herzegovina’s first Annual National Programme under the MAP. The registration of

immovable defence property to the state remains essential.
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6 February 2019: The Allies sign the Accession Protocol of the Republic of North Macedonia,

following which the country takes part in NATO activities as an invitee.

15 February 2019: The Republic of North Macedonia is officially recognised by its constitutional

name, following the full implementation of the agreement between Athens and Skopje.

27 March 2020: Accession of the Republic of North Macedonia

4. Importance of Alliance's values for stability and
resilience

Euro-Atlantic values form the backbone of Transatlantic partnership and community and nations that
share them should be careful not to take them for granted. Euro-Atlantic values are actually universal
citizens’ rights, but also political, economic and social rights. They help countries to stream towards
improving their internal policies and are important and crucial not only for the political agenda, but

especially for the citizens themselves, as they bring reforms important for their daily lives.
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Freedom, democracy good governance, rule of law, individual liberty, peace and stability, functional
market economy — values that lead internal reforms for the benefits of the citizens and are essential for
the process of new countries to join Euro-Atlantic integration. In the region of the Western Balkan,
sometimes it may seem that regional politics are struggling with the paradox of progress, constantly
having ups and downs along the path towards wider integration - regional and international, and during
this process, the light motives are exactly Euro-Atlantic values. So, from this perspective, it can be said
that EU and NATO integration act as the main vehicle towards the achievement of regional stability

and security.

Global health crisisinfluenced also the world security. During the pandemic, NATO, primarily as a
security provider, still showed and stressed the importance of a common value — solidarity. Itbecame one
the most important Euro-Atlantic value in today’s world, also for stability and security. Although
NATO could not be on the front line in the fight against COVID-19, because the crisis caused by the
spread of the coronavirus is primarily a civilian health crisis, this organization provided support to the
health institutions of NATO allies and partner countries, as well as for countries in the Western Balkan

region[(’].
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Today’s security environment is increasingly complex. The times when peace, crisis and conflict were
three distinct phases, when conflicts were fought largely with military means, and when adversaries were
well known, are over. We have cyberattacks, rise of disinformation with the aim to destabilise political
communities - “hybrid” combination of military and non-military instruments. To be able to counter
these new challenges and threats, NATO relies on national civilian infrastructures, ensuring their

resilience as a prerequisite for NATO’s military effectiveness.

4.1. Gender equality and countering disinformation

Gender equality is one of the values on which the Alliance is built on and operates all these years. As US
Vice-President Kamala Harris puts it “The status of women is the status of democracy”. In that spirit,
any activity that threatens gender equality or puts women in a subordinate, damaged position is

characterized as an attack on democracy itself.

False headlines, manipulated images, deliberate lies, past news presented as current one, distorted
rumors, half-truths, designed to deceive an individual... Disinformation aims to attract people’s
attention, to bring down mutual trust and the ability for correct choice and to lead persons to decisions

negatively affecting personal health, families and democracy in general.
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Experience shows, especially when it comes to the years since social media and internet applications have
been active, that women are significantly more exposed and the target of online disinformation. This is
especially true when it comes to women who are involved in various ways in public life, civil society
activists, or in politics. Here we introduce so called gender-based disinformation. In modern societies

they are a powerful weapon for online violence.

What characterizes gender disinformation? Mostly, their "target” are the vocal women who are
particularly active in public life, such as politicians, human rights activists, journalists. Evil sexual
campaigns are being carried out presenting them as untrustworthy, unintelligent, or overly emotional

predominantly sexual objects.

Their bodies, gender roles, gender equality or sexual orientation are the starting point for false or
manipulated information. The intention is clear - to deceive and seduce the public, to silence them, or to

force women to withdraw from public life.

And while most women really limit their online activity due to the toxicity of the networks, it does not
provide protection. Very significant are words of the First Lady of Namibia, Monica Geingos, who
stated: “...I was told not to respond but to ignore and I did. But it was a mistake, your silence will not

protect you; the insults just got worse, and the lies became a lot.”

NATO and WESTERN BALKAN: Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow



https://app.designrr.io/Ha2dimbwgu/Yesterday,%20Today,%20Tomorrow

NATO and WESTERN BALKAN: Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow

It is of crucial importance to know how to recognize gender disinformation. Information, videos or
pictures with sexual connotations on the Internet, which show socially unacceptable or inappropriate
behaviour for a woman, or fake pictures, videos or memes to discredit or ridicule. Usually, the creators

use automation to further empower their attacks.

It can be said that based on women’s rights one could see the status of human rights and democracy in
every society. Research shows that women politicians face more personal attacks on the Internet than
their male counterparts, with posts on social media doubly emphasizing sexuality at the expense of their

political work.
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IMPORTANT

Gender-based disinformation campaigns often use narratives based on gender roles,
gender equality, and sexual onientation, combined with the narrative of religion, race,

or immigration:

1. Disinformation backed up by "figures" on controversial gender 1ssues - for
example, presenting false numbers on sexual wviolence perpetrated by
immigrants to recruit men and women for their ideology.

2. Manipulate traditional gender stereotypes - in some cases portraying women as
victims in need of male protection. And in other cases, portraying them as
aggressors, violating traditional gender norms.

3. Campaigns present myths and lies about gender equality - for example, a
campaign on gender discourse, where gender equality is presented as an anti-
famuily, pro-gay and anti-life 1deology.

4. When it comes to sensitive matters, they support opposing parties to polarize
the debate, using digital bots or algorithms, through which polarization is further
enhanced.

The consequences are far-reaching: it discourages women from engaging in public life, ousts them from
politics, or leads to self-censorship that negatively affects effective decisions. The psychological "price”
paid by them and their families is invaluable, so when women feel protective over their loved ones, they

give up the battle.
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How to fizht the disinformation?

Go one step further, be active - oppose the false narrative with an alternative true
narrative;
Expose myths about gender equality to the public eye and oppose false or

misleading statistics on sensitive gender 1ssues;

If you are in a position to influence public policy making, seize the opportunity -
make sure disinformation awareness programs encourage critical thinking, or
digital literacy skills that include gender dimensions of disinformation;

Support wider programming social initiatives aimed at reducing specific gender

mequalities used in gender disinformation.

Women leaders, need to be supported against the disinformation with appropriate
tools to respond to online attacks. The standards of digital platforms need to be

influenced in order to cause them to act proactively agamnst gender disinformation

Women are often targeted by disinformation campaigns to be discredited, especially those in positions
in politics or other public spheres. Such disinformation campaigns often rely on pre-existing gender role
prejudices with the aim of increasing polarization, challenging social cohesion and undermining

women’s political participation.
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Did you know?

More disinformation is a reminder to Allied countries to affirm, maintain, restore, and
defend the fundamental democratic values that unite the democratic societies of NATO
member countries. Namely, disinformation spreads better when social divisions grow
and public confidence in traditional media and other professional and recognized
sowrces of verified information declines. Thus, those who spread disinformation exploit
existing weaknesses and divisions in societies, undermining the democratic values,
principles, and processes that form the foundations of liberal societies.
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4.2 Case Study Countering gendered
disinformation - Building the resilience of societies
and promotion of values

Case study

The survey was accessible through the link: https://forms.gle/8f3mCXLeoUymPQfP9 (the survey was

closed down on 5 July 2021)

Given the aim of the project - to show NATO’s role and influence on SEE regional stability, safety and
security of the Western Balkan region, to show the importance of Euroatlantic values for modern
societies, importance of transatlantic cooperation and resilience of societies and countering
disinformation, especially gendered disinformation, answers helped in making an analysis of how
gendered disinformation influence the democracy in modern societies, and how important it is to keep

building resilience of societies, while promoting values.

Gathered information in the survey and the statistics show very important insight into how people,
especially young people, think considering these issues. Namely, there was 48,1% of respondents - young

people between 18-25 years, 51% students, and 54,8% of female respondents, as shown below.
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Age @

104 responses

18-25 50 (48.1%)

26-35 16 (15.4%)

36-45
46-55 18 (17.3%)
56-65

G5 and more

Gender

104 responses

57 (54.8%)

47 [45.2%)
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Are you a student

104 responses

Yes 53 (51%)

51 (49%)

0 20 40 60

Among the respondents, there were people from the whole region:

Country you come from

33
30
25
20
15
10
s 1111
o 1R
Albania Bosnia and Croatia Kosowo Montenegro Morth Serbia
Herzegovina Macedaonia
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From 1-5 (1 - low, 5 - high) grade how much does gender equality in the security sector @
affect safety and security on national, regional and international level?

104 responses

2

3

4

5 57 {54.8%)
0 20 40 50

More than half of the respondents believe that gender equality in the security sector has a high impact
on safety and security at national, regional and effective level, while more than 40% of respondents also
believe that it has a significant impact. This unequivocally confirms that gender equality at all levels and
spheres in the security sector is a very important factor in ensuring security and safety. At the same time,
these results confirm that equal representation and conditions for women in security structures,

positively affect the perception and sense of security and safety among citizens.

This is probably due to the rational belief that the different and often complementary characteristics of

men and women in one place, in security structures, have a positive effect on safety and security.
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From 1-5 (1 - low, 5 - high) how would you grade NATO's role in promoting and enhancing
awareness on the importance of gender inclusiveness?

104 responses

21 (20.2%)

40 (47 1%)

0 10 20 30 40 50
Answers on NATO’s role show that respondents realize that NATO recognises the vital roles women
play in peace and security, and the importance of incorporating gender perspectives in all that the
Alliance does. The Women, Peace and Security agenda, that was launched on 31 October 2000 with the
adoption of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 NATO accepts as a frame around the
principles of integration, inclusiveness and integrity. NATO integrates gender perspectives across its

three core tasks — collective defence, crisis management and cooperative security.
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How would you grade, (from 1-5: 1 - low, 5 - high), the influence of disinformation to the
stability of democracy?

104 responses

2

3

4

5 G2 (65.4%)
0 20 40 60 30

Only 2.9% (answering 1 and 2) of the respondents think that disinformation almost does not affect the
stability of democracy, which is a strong confirmation in favour of conclusion drawn in this publication:
it is difficult to talk about a stable democracy if the citizens "feed" on twists, fake news and information
that is far from the truth. These results emphasize that, if the government in a given country insists on a
stable democracy, and democracy is possible only if it is persistent and constant, then it must provide a
real information and take constant measures to combat disinformation. Additionally, this data confirms
that the Alliance globally, but also all its members individually, must be agile and in step with the times
in the fight against disinformation. This means, among, various levels of cooperation between members

and at the NATO level, in order to intercept lies and offer citizens real sources of information.
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How would you grade (from 1-5: 1 - not important, 5 - very important), the importance of

Euroatlant

ic values for strengthening democracy?

104 responses

30 (25.8%)

0 20 40 60

63 (60.6%)

20

Encouraging is the fact that 89,4% of respondents answered with given options 4 and S, meaning that

they see the inevitable influence of Euro-Atlantic values to every modern democracy and therefore rights

of every citizen.

In your opinion, how would you grade (from 1-5: 1 - not satisfying, 5 - very satisfying), the

improvement of transatlantic cooperation, especially after the Presidential election in the

us?

104 responses

3(2.9%)

34 (32.7%)
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Due to the fact that the Transatlantic cooperation is very important for NATO allies, answers here show
that people understand that. It is a fact that new American President Joe Biden stated, during his visit to
NATO Summit in Brussels, June 2021, that ‘NATO is critically important for US interests in and of

itself. If there weren’t one, wed have to invent it.

How would you grade, (from 1-5: 1 - very low, 5 - very high) an expression of solidarity of |_|:|
NATO and EU towards countries in need, especially in the Western Balkan region, during the
pandemic crisis?

104 responses

37 (35.6%)

5 31 (29.8%)

0 10 20 30 40

To help Western Balkan countries to respond to Covid-19 pandemic, NATO provides medical supplies.
It can be said that respondents in this survey are aware of that, but it could be deducted that some of

them think that the aid could have been a little bit more generous.
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Do you think that modern societies showed resilience during the pandemic towards new
security threats and challenges, and how would you grade (from 1-5: 1 - low, 5 - high)?

104 responses

2

3

4

5 47 (45.2%)
1] 10 20 30 40 50

The inevitable accompanying phenomenon of the pandemic is the false news and disinformation related
to the health condition, the success of the measures taken in overcoming the pandemic, and especially
the assets and finances spent for that purpose. Given that fake news and disinformation during a
pandemic can cost lives, lost hope, various psycho-social deviant phenomena and poor psychological
state of the individual, as confirmed by the majority of survey responses (over 88% of respondents),
modern societies have demonstrated resilience to this type of security threat. This may be due to the
already developed and applied mechanisms for dealing with disinformation in normal circumstances,
strengthened by additional awareness and agility in special conditions that impose special security

challenges and threats.
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How would you grade (from 1-5: 1-not satisfying, 5-very successful), regional cooperation of
countries in Western Balkan?

104 responses

2 19 (18.3%)

3 41 (39.4%)
4 23 (22.1%)

5 17 (16.3%)

0 10 20 30 40 A0
It is obvious, judging by the answers that people are not satisfied with the regional cooperation in
Western Balkan countries. Average grade is 3, which indicates that respondents think it could be better
and more effective, as it is a principle for political stability, security and economic development, helping

countries to address shared challenges.

Please grade NATO's role in Western Balkan and its influence in keeping peace, security and @
stability in this region (from 1-5: 1 - not satisfying, 5 - very important)

104 responses

16 (15.4%)

21 (20.2%)

50 (56.7%)

0 20 40 60
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The survey figures confirm the enormous important role of the Alliance and the membership in
preserving and guaranteeing the stability, peace and security of the region. In fact, this statement is
supported by that all countries in the region, except Serbia, which is neutral, unequivocally emphasized
the strategic goal of becoming part of the Alliance for the stated reasons exactly! In addition, the
answers to the question confirm and lead to the conclusion that the preservation of peace, stability and
security in the region is a condition that results from mutual and constant cooperation and
understanding between the countries of the Western Balkans region. In that spirit, the Alliance is seen as
a common platform for the development of cooperation in many fields and spheres, which affect peace,
stability and security in a broader sense. Developing and nurturing various thematic forms of
cooperation between the Allies, in line with new security risks and challenges, and common principles of
action, are at the core of the Alliance’s survival and the preservation of peace, stability and security in the

region.

In the Annex:

1. Answers of the respondents in which they wrote some of the gendered disinformation and

stereotypes they encounter often;

2. Answers and comments on NATO’s role in the Western Balkan region and its influence in keeping

peace, security and stability
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5. Pandemic as a new security threat

Resilience, one of the basic principle of NATO as it is prescribed with Article 3 of the Alliance’s
founding Treaty, means member state needs to be adaptable and flexible enough to resist and to
recuperate after any kind of natural disaster, armed or hybrid attack, failure of critical infrastructure. The

resilience stems from a proper combination of military capacity and civilian readiness.

Difficult times, such as the Covid-19 health pandemic, the world has been facing with since early 2020,

pose a pandemic as a new serious security threat.

Each global pandemic challenges the security of the particular state on three crucial areas: economically,
domestically and military. At home, the pandemic threatens to cause great loss of human lives, thus
testing the ability of the state to activate its basic mechanism - to protect its citizens. Irreversibly, this
poses other risks, such as a reduction or loss of confidence in the state's ability to provide adequate
health care, social inequalities, which can be a trigger for internal violence, threatening internal state
stability. Increased government spending on health care, reduced labor productivity, inability to run the
work process smoothly and reduced foreign investment, potentially lead to economic disintegration and
market instability. All these factors stimulate economic decline which can easily turn into violent conflict
and security implosion. All this significantly weakens the military power and potential for an appropriate

security response of the state in case of need for intervention.
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National security strategies of each ally need to address the complexity of contemporary world, having
in mind new emerging unpredictable security threats and attacks. The principle of interconnectedness
and interdependence of member states, mirrors national security problems as a matter of Alliance’s
security. Hence, describing the coronavirus pandemic as “the security scenario we were least prepared
for”, NATO responds decisively through a broader approach, where, while managing the effects of the
pandemic is the task of the country, the Alliance takes care of its own by providing a wide range of
concrete support. In addition, the Alliance is taking precautionary measures in case of similar crises in

the future.
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So called “infodemic”, as a special aspect of the health pandemic, clearly shows there is a need for better
understanding of the influence of information on everyday life, especially when it comes on women’s

role in modern world, which in many perspectives is still presented with the traditionalist approach.

Disinformation is very harmful to public health, especially in times of pandemics, such as one with
COVID 19. Hence, it is imperative, in parallel with the fight against the health pandemic, to find
mechanisms and practical tools to combat the misinformation and false news related to the pandemic. It
is necessary for the ordinary citizen to be able to recognize disinformation, while relying on multiple

sources of information.

As a values-based organisation, NATO counters disinformation with fact-based, credible public

communications

During the pandemic, we could see the rise of the so called ‘infodemic’.
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Spread of disinformation and propaganda seeks to destabilise and undermine Western societies -
through digital marketing techniques, with psychological effects — with the objective to undermine
democratic values. The common challenge of disinformation and fake news led to enhanced NATO -
EU cooperation, and both organisations acknowledged that disinformation, propaganda, and fake news
are challenges that put increasing pressure on the resilience of democratic systems. Disinformation
create divisions in a society thus creating new security challenges, so the fight against disinformation is
more important than ever as the pandemic intensifies competition between different political models,

testing the strength of democratic systems.

As partners, both NATO and the EU have stressed the need to support free independent media, a key
building block of democratic systems, but the big role have citizens, who must learn to understand
hostile information and to check that their news and information comes from reliable sources. The

Covid-19 pandemic has tested the resilience of modern societies more than any event since the end of

the Cold War.
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How to check whether it is about a disinformation?

Take a look at the source of the information first, can you trust it? Is the author
referring to credible sources? Make sure the website is not listed as fake news page.
Context is always important, be aware of the bigger picture. For instance, when was

the content written? Is there anything new that would change your viewing
perspective?

Disinformation is often constructed in such a way that it is difficult to distinguish
whether it is a fact, opinion, or speculation. Therefore, make sure that it is not the
only source that has published the information.

Compare the sources standing behind the same news, so you can see at things from a
different horizon.

Use fact-checkers whenever possible. Prevent further spread, report disinformation.
In a time of pandemics, it can save lives
Lies are widen faster than the truth through online platforms and social media. It has
been confirmed that humans, not bots, most often proliferate disinformation. Social
network should stand as the interceptor of disinformation. Blocking bots, suspending
people’s profiles who have been identified as fake news extenders, deleting certain
contents.

5.1. Challenges in the region and future role of
NATO - NATO 2030 Initiative

Preparing for the complexity of invisible and hybrid threats requires a much more complex approach
than for conventional warfare. It calls for a flexible balance and coordination between civil and military
resources, which is the reason that resilience is an important aspect of every country’s preparedness for

new security challenges and threats.
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Global pandemic brings common challenges, that make regional cooperation even more difficult, so
important component when thinking about challenges in the region is a comprehensive approach, that
starts with maintaining and enhancing well-educated citizens, that will be media literate, thus promoting
the role of independent and transparent media. The ways citizens choose to act and react to
disinformation say a lot about how successfully authorities, in cooperation with communities, establish
security in society. It makes a difference to security when people express distrust in a unified response to
a threat. Those countries that have higher levels of trust — regardless of political regime — have been

more successful in combating the pandemic than those with lower trust levels.

Under new circumstances, NATO Secretary General tasked the Reflection Group to provide
recommendations in further NATO steps and created Initiative NATO 2030!7), with a vision of NATO
to keep the role of history’s most successful alliance, with a bigger possibility to adapt due to future
uncertainties and to protect the freedom and security of its members, acting as an essential pillar of an

open and stable international order.
Recommendations were given in three areas:

1) Reinforcing Allied unity, solidarity, and cohesion, including to cement the centrality of the

transatlantic bond;

2) Increasing political consultation and coordination between Allies in NATO; and
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3) Strengthening NATO’s political role and relevant instruments to address current and future threats

and challenges to Alliance security emanating from all strategic directions.

NATO 2030:

United for a New Era

Analysis and Recommendations of the Reflection
Group Appointed by the NATO Secretary General

25 November 2020
*Picture is part of the cover of NATO 2030 document — Analysis and Recommendations

The Covid-19 crisis has accentuated Western Balkans countries’ pre-existing vulnerabilities related to the
rule of law and democratic governance, so Alliance solidarity is very important in combatting the
COVID-19 pandemic, current security challenges, and how NATO 2030 will further strengthen the
Alliance and help Western Balkan region in this situation. It is a known fact that security is a

precondition for democratic transition and economic integration.
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6. ANNEXES

6.1. Answers of the respondents in the Survey: List 3
gendered disinformation you encounler often

List 3 gendered disinformation you encounter often

37 responses

Women are weak

Women can't do the same things as men

Low wages, man/women work,

Women have to have face covered

Women have to obey the rules of men; Women are weaker then man

Men are smarter; Men are stronger; Women can not do everything what men can

Its not safe for women to be out at night
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Equal gender representation in decision making; equal payment based on gender and last but not least
NATO brings democracy in our country.

Women should not go in political life

Men are better than woman

Women have to stay at home and not work; Men are smarter
Men are beter

Women should earn less than men

Woman should only has babies

Women have to earn less o listen to men

Women are not the same value as men -

Women are weaker than men and cant do everything like men
| can't remember now

Women are demanding

Woman are less competent that men

women sholdnt work;j

MNone.

Women are horrible in driving

Woman should only be beautiful

Women should stay at home and be housewives
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Vaccination, 5G technology, people saying that covid-19 doesn't exist etc...

1.Women are not equal to men
2. Women do not get higher postitional jobs
3. Women are underestimated when encountered with harder jobs

One sided information, tendency for misinformation, manipulation of the media

Men are not emphatic, women are as strong as men, women cannot be logical

Women have to be housewives

Men are stronger; Women can't do everything because they are women;

Women are stupid; Women have no value

Women are not capable enough; Women are weaker; Women cannot do what men can

Women brains are different than of men

Women in politics cannot be good leaders; Generally, men are better leaders than women

Women don't drive as men

Women are only pretty

Fabricated sexualised images of female politicians
Portraying women who are active in social life and social movements as anti-family and anti-children
Making an image for those women as ruining traditional values

Women should be less paid then men

Women should stay at home and not work

Women are weaker
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sexist ideas around women's supposed weakness, Women politicians are predominantly oriented towards
career progress

political campaign, Covid19,

Women have to be only beautiful, Women have to marry

gender equality in terms of access to school, sports and most importantly jobs
Women should not work

Can't remember right now

equal pay, equal representation, no discrimination

Women shouls stay at home and take care of house

Women are at home =

Men are smarter than women
women should not work; women are less important than men; woumen have to stay at home

Women can't do what men can
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6.2. Answers and comments of the respondents in
the Survey: Describe NATO'’s role in the Western
Balkan region and its influence in keeping peace,
securily and stability in this region

Describe in 2-3 sentences (or more) NATO's role in Western Balkan and its influence to keeping
peace, security and stability in this region

34 responses

! -

nato has to stay
MATO has to be in WB
well done

NATO doesn't bring peace at all, nor security or stability, its the exact opposite of that, NATO is a militar
organisation not a peace making organisation.

MATO rules!
NATO suports Kosovo

NATO should stay here
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It did not help too much during Yugoslavian wars in the 90s and it was not necessary to bomb Belgrade. It
did not help Kosovo and other Balkan countries equally. As a result, the relations among those countries
were not improved.

NATO helped us in war
NATO is very important for this region!!!
It is very important because Russia impacts is destroyed

NATO cannot provide safety for the Balkan states just because there aren't any terrorist threats at the
moment or in the near future for the security of these countries. Also NATO cannot help these countries
because they all have internal political problems which NATQ cannot solve and NATO cannot help if there
is a civil war between ethnic groups which is why the Balkans are never protected.

KFOR as most important factor of stability of whole Balkans.

NATO should keep enlarging its self on the region of the Balkans so it could fight off threats like Russia
and China and keep their influence away from this region. NATQ should mostly concentrate on the Kosovo
problem and also Bosnia is problematic too because it's a very deeply divided society.

There isnt and help coming to western balkan from nato, there is only a guaranteed security when a nation
is attacked.

Without NATO there is no security, the danger of new dictatorships in the region and the influence of
Russia and China returns. NATO presence is a must. All countries in the region must be members of NATO.

Integrating countries in western balkan region in NATO alliance forces cooperation. It also promotes unity.
Very important role
NATO has a big role!

Ever since the break-up of the former Yugoslavia, NATO showed its inevitable role in this region. It replaced
the weak role of the EU at the time and proved it is a guarantor of peace
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NATO has a very important role in our region

MATO is our frend

Without NATO in the region there would not be peace

NATO should stay active here

without nato there is no peace

Deploying forces in stopping armed conflicts and to stabilize the situation in Bosnia and Hercegovina and
Kosovo, Supporting and promoting security sector reform

NATO did very good for WB

Solid

NATO presence is very important considering the aggressive attitude of Serbia towards its neighbours,
especially towards Bosnia and Hercegovina and Kosova. Also, the recent attempts of Russia to mingle in
the Balkans is a sing that NATO must be more cautious and undertake further measures in keeping the
peace, security and stability in the region.

NATO is very important for peace!!!

With the country’s membership in NATO, citizens feel safer, there will be no Balkan wars, states will be
more stable and safer.
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Sources of other activities designed within the
project:

Youtube channel - Atlantic Council of Croatia

The Atlantic Council of Croatia - educational webinar and all promotional videos, produced within the

project: "Countering gendered disinformation - Building the resilience of societies and promotion of

Euro-Atlantic values”, sponsored by NATO PDD:

Euro-Atlantic values:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GX9_Cv_ysS8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GNKwQrXG-BU

Gendered disinformation:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jZeSM6CJzy8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3xymW0tQYQ

Countering disinformation:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DSCUYh1Nvr4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S1UqghzNAWI4

Webinar:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aul3HhYHS8E
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3De3xymW0tQYQ%26fbclid%3DIwAR1qSyvALj3AFq-g4Ks5gPna-KvIRZCLLnuwAyK-QM2nwrym1le8Auc1DVA&h=AT1h7CNvziSOYDLqshqzkuIDXraGR4SEFI7AknS5JTj3ak0rtmwRmtM67oECBt0CGFOwKC5RxKICALsxEfpRzYsVvIaepgJ0T52oOg2CN0-MBM0oY3R2TtwjI5q5lN7Mqg&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT34tTeQ4_MHA6PMCkKlEzthkLjJU0VLYXEgttb5p88xnWi4KO7L6aDbhAXySoLm4Mq_Q1PVPgGNmIcavzjg3G1c9HzN5rkmkRJp1CTF0MMVAFwLbbkbgX3reGUdG-UY81MJL-C4oC2pV-yEtKjx0hriviVqRZOXMkvXfrhsvI5yKfyIhjL9SUQV0n4l1c5whUjKyuUV
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DDSCUYh1Nvr4%26fbclid%3DIwAR0pnTclZXgt6FbZkVicd5eCfXdCbdmLi1iB6VzynK22-S5MmmlNj62Q8hQ&h=AT2SfudxKdrxQn0UysOh1wEdH2-iaCtnPMAzHbzR8ghxUf0OwJ7CbRF3iW9K5aGqcWafYF5TwVWLRA2RFL7nTSd1piEpUJCtQ1yjX17uompJO1lP7rz5oxCTJ3iMgYg5Ag&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT34tTeQ4_MHA6PMCkKlEzthkLjJU0VLYXEgttb5p88xnWi4KO7L6aDbhAXySoLm4Mq_Q1PVPgGNmIcavzjg3G1c9HzN5rkmkRJp1CTF0MMVAFwLbbkbgX3reGUdG-UY81MJL-C4oC2pV-yEtKjx0hriviVqRZOXMkvXfrhsvI5yKfyIhjL9SUQV0n4l1c5whUjKyuUV
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DS1UqhzNAWI4%26fbclid%3DIwAR1US40RNdZqNadpMJC4wdlVA1pST-aQWq72X0QTOgVv8e4jbzxrpSoD_Rg&h=AT375s4XM94UMPR7MACBynlwIGxRZFZpvcoHhw1OEV40VgX4LHdyOoANUDcZz38tcIM7Yekg4lmjyDeIggbd6EA6SIi5Ir5p0uMPZsjD2n-cmE33agWyce53MDzIqZChZw&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT34tTeQ4_MHA6PMCkKlEzthkLjJU0VLYXEgttb5p88xnWi4KO7L6aDbhAXySoLm4Mq_Q1PVPgGNmIcavzjg3G1c9HzN5rkmkRJp1CTF0MMVAFwLbbkbgX3reGUdG-UY81MJL-C4oC2pV-yEtKjx0hriviVqRZOXMkvXfrhsvI5yKfyIhjL9SUQV0n4l1c5whUjKyuUV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AuI3HhYH58E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GX9_Cv_ysS8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GNKwQrXG-BU
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Youtube channel Women4Cyber North Macedonia

Women4Cyber North Macedonia - educational conference/webinar and all promotional videos,
y p
produced within the project: "Countering gendered disinformation - Building the resilience of societies

and promotion of Euro-Atlantic values”, sponsored by NATO PDD:

Gendered disinformation:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6u4hhQ7nZWI&t=18s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7lquLtG0z]g

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3g_SecBd-rA&t=39s

Webinar: Countering gendered disinformation conference:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=munnq530tBY&t=5s
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Footnotes:

1. https://www.nato.int/wearenato/security-challenges.html 1

2. Kosovo is not universally recognised by members of the United

Nations, also not by all EU and NATO member states |
3. https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_185000.htm 1
4. https://[www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_185000.htm 1

5. Taken from https:// www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/topics_49212.htm,

‘Enlargement’ 5 May 2020 |

6. Example of NATO’s help in delivering medical aid to Western Balkan
region, responding to coronavirus crisis:

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohqg/news_176082.htm 1

7. NATO 2030: United for a New Era - Analysis and Recommendations
of the Reflection Group Appointed by the NATO Secretary General,
25 November 2020:
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/2020/12/pdf/201201-

Reflection-Group-Final-Report-Uni.pdf 1
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